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PLANNING 101

An Introduction to the Comprehensive Plan

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

A “Comprehensive Plan” is a community’s common

vision of what it wants to be like in the future. Such

plans typically look twenty to twenty five years into
the future.

Comprehensive Plans deal
mostly with the physical
characteristics of a city or
county. They contain the
dreams and plans a com-
munity needs to guide fu-
ture development.

These plans illustrate
where tomorrow’s homes, schools, parks, shopping
areas, employment centers and other uses will be
located. They often show natural and environmen-
tal areas that a community may want to preserve or
enhance for its children and grandchildren.

Comprehensive Plans present the street improve-
ments that will be needed by future generations to
help move people and goods about the community.
Comprehensive Plans are also used to plan vari-
ous public utilities, such as facilities for supplying
drinking water or treating wastewater.

What’s in a Comprehensive Plan?
Comprehensive Plans typically include these
elements:

Statements of goals

Estimates of future residents & workers
Identification of future growth areas
Locations of future land uses

Forecasts of housing needs

Programs for future street improvements
Plans for public utilities

Locations for schools & parks

Future sites for community facilities
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Xnveh’y is the Comprehensive Plan Important to
The Comprehensive Plan is important for many rea-
sons. First, it provides the basis for the community
to agree on a shared vision of what it wants the fu-
ture to be. Citizens will have various opportunities
to provide input on what that vision should be. Sec-
ondly, the Comprehensive Plan serves to protect you
and your family’s long term health, safety and wel-
fare through carefully planning land uses and needed
services.

The Comprehensive Plan is
also used extensively by
both the private and public |
sectors. Private investment |
in homes and businesses
rely upon the plan to know
where public services they
seek will be located in the fu-
ture. Governments use the
Comprehensive Plan to
guide decisions on where to put public dollars for
roads, parks, schools, libraries and utilities.

The City and County Currently Have a Com-
prehensive Plan, Right?

Yes. The City of Salina first
adopted a Comprehensive Plan
in 1963, with an updated plan
adopted in 1974. Anew Com-
prehensive Plan/Transportation
Plan was adopted in 1981.

The current Comprehensive
Plan was adopted in 1992. Sa-
line County’s Comprehensive
Plan was adopted in 2001.

The process we are now beginning will examine all
elements of the Plan. This process will result in the
preparation of an entirely new plan for the City by
the end of calendar year 2007.
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An informed citizen

(i is a better citizen!
Salina
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